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British Imamate Conflict in Shabwah (1918-1967)
Dr. Khalid Abdullah Abdrabo Tawhel
Assoc. Professor of Modern and Contemporary History
Department of History
Faculty of Arts, University of Aden

Abstract

This paper presented the thirty-year of British Imamate
conflict in Shabwah area between (1918-1967). The
researcher tried to track the events and causes of the British
Imamate conflict in Shabwah during that period using the
historical documents, resources and references that the
researcher found. The research methodology is carried out
in three sections preceded by an introduction and ended by a
conclusion.

In the Introduction, the researcher dealt with the BC
history and civilization of Shabwah, which is located in the
center of the Southern Arabia and ancient Yemen in
particular. It is located at the old trade route intersections
that link the ancient five Yemeni kingdoms (Sheba,
Hadhramaut, Qataban, Ma'in, and Ausan). Due to their rich
valleys and agricultural lands, three ancient Yemeni
kingdoms out of five, were established (Hadhramaut,
Qataban, and Ausan) that played an important role in the
history of the South Arabian Peninsula. The capital of
Hadhramaut Kingdom was Shabwah which two of its
famous valleys were Wadi Arma and Wadi Dahr. Later, this
area was called Shabwah. Shabwa was famous of incense
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trade which was passing through its land because of its
strategic important location that was close to the southern
shores where a number of seaports, land trade routes, and
routes of frankincense and myrrh productions existed and a
lot of agricultural products etc... The study tracked this
history to the Islamic era and the British occupation to
Aden, South Arabia Sultanates and Emirates.

Section One entitled (British Othman Conflict 1839-
1918). It presented the beginnings of the British Othman
conflict over Yemen to 1902 when the Othman State agreed
on the British requests for negotiations after its power
extended to Yafe, Upper Aulagi and Bayhan in Shabwah.
Next, this section presented the dialogues and consultations
between the Othman authorities in North Yemen and the
British authorities in South Yemen and their agreements and
protocols during (1902-1905) concerning the boundaries
between the two states which ended with the signing of the
boundary treaty on 9 March 1914 between the Othman and
the British. Also, this section introduced the World War |
and the withdrawal of the Othman forces from North
Yemen by the British transport ships according to the
Mudros Agreement on 30 October 1918, to the
independence of North Yemen from the Othman
dominance.

Section Two entitled (Yemeni British Conflict over the
Border 1918-1934). It presented the Turkish's surrender of
power to Imam Yahya bin Hameed EI Deen and the coming
after Yemeni British conflict over the border, then the
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(1921-1928) events to 1934 which ended by the treaty of
friendship and cooperation that was signed between the
British and the Mutawakkilite Kingdom of Yemen
Government. According to Article One of this treaty, British
Government recognized the absolute independence of
Yemen King and his Kingdom. Article Three of the treaty
stated that the resolution of the border issue between Yemen
and Western and Eastern Protectorates was postponed for
forty years. The beginnings of Yemeni British conflict over
Shabwah during (1934-1937) was introduced followed by
the British intervention in Shabwah, signing of agreements
with parts of Shabwah tribes on 6 March 1937 through some
mediators of Southern Sultans, Emirs and Sheiks. This
section presented the position of the Imamate on the British
intervention in Shabwah, some of mutual talks and
exchanging letters between the two parties, exchanging
visits and reports on Shabwah region, the position of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on the Imamate British conflict
after the Imam's forces control over Shabwah, the position
of the Sheiks and Emirs of the region on the Imamate-
British conflict, the events and oil and historical expeditions
and the succeeding reactions and military mobilization to
occupy Shabwah by both parties.

Section Three entitled (British Imamate war 1938-
1967). This section introduced the British Yemeni war after
Imam Yahya's control over Shabwah region. We explained
the methods and techniques that Britain used to pull out the
Imam Yahya's forces which were led by Ali Algardai. Then
this section also presented the position of Imam
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Government on the withdrawal of the Yemeni forces from
Shabwah, the call to neutralize Shabwah region and the
withdrawal of the British forces from the area and the
peaceful negotiations between Yemen and Britain to resolve
the disputed border issue during (1840-1950) which ended
with Yemeni British reconciliation conference in 1950 and
its coincided British advance to Shabwah areas and suburbs,
the building of Aldhala-Attag road, the establishment of
Upper Aulagi Sheikhdom and Khalifah in 1951, and the
coinciding of internal wars between Shabwah tribes during
1954, and the British inability to extend in the area. The
Yemeni British conflict over Shabwah continued until the
independence of the Southern Part on 30 November 1967
and the proclamation the People's Republic of South Yemen
based on the 1914 boundary treaty.

The Conclusion presented the most important findings
of this scientific academic and objective study. The study
used the historical narrative approach which aimed to find
out the causes of the Imamate British conflict over Shabwah
and its the historical, civilized and economic aspect of the
conflict over Shabwah which was rich of oil and mineral
resources that we need to know since they have been
mysterious and hidden for a lot of researchers, writers,
politicians and intellectuals as they have not been studied
according to scientific academic and objective methods, to
benefit our students and next generations. in spite of the
area prosperous civilization in old times and its rich of oil
and mineral resources.
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