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Research Summary:

Portugal is one of the first European countries that started to seek
expansion outside its territories since the 15th century A.D. Thus, it took
advantage of its geographical proximity to the north of the African continent
and it worked to establish scientific centers that are concerned with
geographical discoveries.

The subject of Portuguese attempts that have been taken place within the
movement of geographical discoveries to control over "the Horn of Africa”
during the 16™ century between (1500-1600 A.D.) is considered one of the
most important attempts that took place during the aforementioned period.
As this attempt started with the scouting stage across the seas, where they
reached the Cape of Good Hope (Kaap De Goeie Hoop)under the leadership
of Portuguese explorer Bartolomeu Dias .

This attempt was the actual commencement of Opening the page of
modern colonialism and European aspirations in the African continent,
through the East India trade of (spices), which East India was famous for at
that period.

Then, they tend to another attempt, in which they tried to gain control
of the eastern African coast (the Horn of Africa) by imposing their strength
of presence. As they worked on building the fortresses and defensive
garrisons, in order to achieve their main goal of control.

Final attempt of control was to influence inside the Africans by doing
alliance with some of local leaders, in addition to their enormous
collaboration and support they got from the Ethiopians.

Undoubtedly, the internal circumstances of the Horn of Africa played
an important role in establishing the Portuguese' feet in the region, Like any
colony, they have succeeded in spreading the spirit of division and internal
dissension between ethnic and sectarian tribes.
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